MEN OF POWER
flying machine built like a giant bat on principles that
aviation in the main has validated, catne to naught
through the impatience of his mechanic to try out the
machine. Leonardo seems to have contemplated a sort
of encyclopedia, but procrastination and the weakness
of age and the new enterprises with which he was occu-
pied up to the end left his vast knowledge only in partly
digested notes scattered through his papers and vague
accounts of how he intended to expand certain subjects.
All this may be set down as a record of failure.
The explanation of these failures lies, of course, in
part in the fact that he attempted a greater variety of
tasks than most men could accomplish in four or five
lifetimes; in part, to the way he was continually
thwarted and frustrated by his patron princes, who
dragged him from one trivial job to another and lent
his services to their relatives for designing costumes
for balls, decorations for garden parties, and a legion
of such tasks that should have been given to lesser men.
Then, too, Leonardo was always attempting the impos-
sible. Even in his best paintings he saw such faults
compared to his concept that he sometimes abandoned
them for long periods. In his notes he wrote, "The
supreme misfortune is when theory outstrips perform-
ance." That was Ms own plight
His ReKgion. The religious convictions of such an
extraordinary man are bound to be significant, for reli-
gion is that which integrates life and gives it meaning
anddirection. Although Leonardo during his last sidc-
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